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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

To the Senate of the Student Government Council - Modesto A. Maidique Campus

As was mandated by the SGC-MMC Senate with SR 1045, the Select Investigative 
Committee on Political Parties Regulations Creation Act of 2010, the SICPPR herewith submits 
the report on its recommendations set forward for adoption by the Senate into the SGC-MMC 
Statutes with regards to Regulations for Political Parties at Florida International University.

This report shall be considered advisory in purpose, and shall not have the force of law. 
The recommendations included here are the conclusion of the research conducted and the 
discussion by the members of the Committee.

Sincerely,

Cristina Loreto
Senator for the College of Arts and Sciences

Jesus Borrero
Senator for the College of Arts and Sciences

Joanne Myler
Senator for the Honors College

Patrick O’Keefe
Senator for the Lower Division

TJ Liguori
Senator for the Graduate School

William-Jose Velez
Senate Speaker

Nicholas Autiello
Vice President
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INTRODUCTION

Following the approval of SR 1045 the Council Bill To create a Senate Ad Hoc Select 
Committee to Establish the Political Parties Regulations, this newly created committee formed to 
investigate the subject matter at hand, prepare this report and present it to the Senate.

The committee was composed of:
• Senator Cristina Loreto of the College of Arts and Sciences
• Senator Jesus Borrero of the College of Arts and Sciences
• Senator Joanne Myler of the Honors College
• Senator Patrick O’Keefe from Lower Division
• Senator TJ Liguori of the Graduate School
• Senate Speaker William-Jose Velez
• Vice President Nicholas Autiello

The Committee conducted research on political parties, and what regulations they were subject to 
at other Florida State Universities with similarly sized student bodies. After the research, the 
committee met to discuss and approve the recommendations included here, which shall be 
optional for the Senate and not be considered an act of law.

FINDINGS

The research regarding political parties on other schools focused on three key areas: 
finance, campaign and administration. Based on the Constitution and Statutes of several other 
Florida State Universities with similar student governments, the following was found:

University Party System Administrative Body Finance 
Limits

Campaign 
Limits

UF Yes Elections Commission/Recognized 
as Student Organizations No No

FSU Yes Elections Commission No No
UCF Yes Elections Commission No No
USF No N/A N/A N/A

 

In general, most universities with a party system in place have no restrictions or 
guidelines in terms of campaigning or financing. All three (3) major universities with a party 
system require these entities to be registered with the Elections Commission, although the actual 
registration process varies, in terms of requirements and procedures.

Another variation is how parties affect candidacies, with some systems, like the one in 
the University of Florida requiring the party to submit candidacies, while other having a more 
individual approach for candidacies.

In terms of financing of campaigns and candidacies, no regulations were found in the 
systems studied, presenting a relaxed environment for these groups in that regard.
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Requirements are another area where the rules vary, from requiring a party to have 
candidates for at least President, Vice President, Comptroller/Treasurer and a determined number 
of Senate seats, to just requiring one candidate for any elected office. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

After analyzing the findings of the research, the discussion was divided into the three key 
aspects regarding parties: financing, campaigning and the administration of the groups. The 
recommendations of the committee are as follows:

• Financing
o In the area of financing, it is the recommendation of this committee that the 

Senate establish that any contributions (be it campaigning or financial) by a party 
to one (1) candidate be considered a donation, and as such be subject to the 
expenditure and donation limits for candidacies as set in the Statutes. The limit of 
said limits should be adjusted to take this recommendation into consideration.

o Contributions in the form of campaigning and marketing in favor of two (2) or 
more candidates, in the opinion of the committee, shall also be considered as 
donations, whereby the total cost of the materials is divided evenly among the 
candidates for purposes of filing the donation report. In these cases, each 
candidate must fill out a consent form and maintain of copy of said form, 
affirming and consenting to having the materials being distributed with their 
name, thereby avoiding the use of this rule for ill intentioned purposes.

• Campaigning
o It is the recommendation of this committee that the Senate establish that political 

parties be subject to the same campaigning limitations and periods as established 
for candidates in general, making no new special rules or limitations.

o In terms of the campaigning period, the committee recommends that the Senate 
discuss this when reforming the Elections Code, as it is a matter concerning the 
whole elections process and not limited to parties.

• Administration
o This committee, in consensus, recommends that the administrative body for 

parties be the Student Elections Board, following the model of universities like 
UCF and FSU. This system should be unlike that of UF where parties must be 
student organizations.

o For requirements, the committee recommends that there be no membership 
requirements for committees, in terms of a minimum number of members or 
candidates. Students should be able to freely form entities, and the only 
restrictions that are recommended are that of the registration procedures required 
for all student organizations as mandated by state law and university policies.
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CONCLUSION

After having studied similar universities, and how their student governments have elected 
to administer parties in their elections, overall the committee recommends a less restrictive 
approach. In general terms, the recommendations made here focus on applying existing 
regulations to parties, merely acknowledging their role in the elections process.

Certain issues, including the campaign period and the donations and expenditure limits 
were recognized as issues to be discussed, though with a greater scope than that of this 
committee. The Senate as a whole should consider the effect these specific topics have on the 
elections process as a whole, not just regarding parties.

This Investigative Committee suggests that the Senate take these recommendations and 
implement them into the Elections Code when it undergoes a reform, along with any other 
required changes. The findings of the research also included tendencies for turnouts that exceed 
those of our university in the elections process, which may or may not be due to the relaxed rules 
in place at other universities, although this is still a fact worth noting.

Overall, the committee understands it has fulfilled its purpose, and upon the reading of 
this report before the Senate, this Select Investigative Committee on Political Parties Regulations 
shall be considered dissolved, as stated in the bill that created it.
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